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A Message from Pastor

I deeply appreciate Bishop Shelley’s thoughts which you will find on the next page. She introduces us to the
theme of this year’s Synod Assembly: Abounding in Hope. How well do you think that theme describes our
congregation? Is Central Lutheran Church abounding in hope?
As Bishop Shelley says, the hope she speaks of is not naive optimism. It is a hope based on faith that God is
alive and active in our lives and in our world. So, let me ask you again: Is Central Lutheran Church abounding
in hope that God is alive and active in our lives and in our world? Let’s be blunt. If we are not abounding in
hope that God is alive and active in our lives and in our world, then I’m not sure why we’re here. If we have
given up on God, then we are no longer a church. If we are not abounding in hope that God is still alive and
active here at Central Lutheran Church, then it’s time to change our name to Central Country Club.
Since we’re being blunt, let me ask you another question: How open are we to God being alive and active in
our congregation? If the Bible teaches anything, it is that God is unpredictable. No one expected God to send
manna in the desert. No one expected God to choose David, the youngest son, to be king. No one expected
the Messiah to be born in a manger, eat with tax collectors and sinners, die on a cross, or be raised to new
life. And no one expected God to call and empower Jesus’ followers to carry on his work. But God did all of
those, and countless other, completely unexpected things. And God still continues to do so. So, to say that
God is alive and active in our congregation is to say we have no idea what God is going to do next.
So back to the question: Is Central Lutheran Church abounding in hope that God is alive and active in our
lives, in our world, and in our congregation, and is likely to continue to do new and unexpected things? Let’s
be blunt one more time. Don’t we sometimes wish that God would be more predictable, more manageable,
and less disruptive? Wouldn’t it be nice if God would just let us coast through life? Wouldn’t it be nice if we
could just do what we’ve grown accustom to here at church? Instead of abounding in hope, couldn’t we just
settle for what’s comfortable? Of course, we could. But if that’s what we decide to do, I think we need to
seriously consider changing “church” to “country club.”
So how do we open ourselves so that we truly are abounding in hope that God is alive and active in our lives,
our world and our congregation, while knowing full well that that means God is going to surprise and disrupt
us? First, we make sure our focus remains on what God is calling us to. This is not our congregation, this is
Christ’s congregation. We’re not here to do what we want, but what God is calling us to do. Second, we do it
together. We resist every temptation to break into factions, each fighting for their own sacred cows. I firmly
believe we can overcome any disagreements we may have if we prayerfully and patiently work together,
listen to one another, and keep Christ at the center of what we’re doing.
I’m very aware that I have only been your pastor for three months. I’m equally aware that I have much to
learn about this congregation. But I trust that, through you, God called me to serve here. And in the short time
that I have been here, I have witnessed how God is alive and active in and through the people of this
congregation. In the Meet the Pastor Gatherings, I hear over and over again that people are eager to begin
thinking about and discussing where God is leading us as we begin to come out of the pandemic and begin a
new chapter of ministry together. Even though it’s only been three short months, I am abounding in hope that
God is alive and active in our lives, in our world, and in our congregation.
Peace,

Pastor Jim
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A Message from the Bishop
adapted from

June issue From the Bishop:

Today I walked my dogs. As I was walking, one person told me how beautiful my dogs
were. (I agree!) Another person told me they were so glad to see the sun. (Me too!)
Another mock-yelled after me when I didn’t greet him, “Hey! Aren’t you going to say
hello?” (I smiled and waved.) I love my neighborhood in South Everett. I especially love
that there are several languages being spoken in the homes surrounding mine: there is a
multitude of ethnicities, there are different religious expressions, children’s voices are heard at all hours of the
day, and there are different food smells wafting out windows at dinner time.
Even as I experience belonging and love for this neighborhood, though, I am also aware of the troubles and
heartaches here. A little girl was hit by a car and died here a few years ago. People have been affected by COVID.
Rising prices are causing some to not be able to live here. People who are renting are being forced out when
landlords decide to sell. And there are people affected by meth, domestic violence, and so much more behind the
walls of the homes in my neighborhood.
I think of all of us in the “neighborhood” of the Northwest Washington Synod and how I love our neighborhood. I
love the diversity we have in our synod. I love the different geographies, landscapes, languages, ethnicities,
cultures, and foods in our synod. As I journey through the 110+ congregations and ministry sites of this synod, I
am aware of the deep joys and crushing sorrows, and the connections and the loneliness that surround us. Much
like my little neighborhood, there is diversity and there is belonging here. And much like my little neighborhood,
there is loss and there is grief and there is difficulty. We cannot ignore that there are thorny and deep-seated
social and relational complexities within us as a church and in society as a whole.
Holding the “both/and” of this reality – the true joy and the deep sorrow and frustration – is why the theme for
this year’s 2022 Synod Assembly is Abound in Hope by the Power of the Holy Spirit.
Now let me say this: While it is true that some may look at our theme, “Abound in Hope” and assume that we are
naively optimistic or positive. Others may look at our theme, “Abound in Hope” and think that we do not
understand the mountain that we must climb. Still others may look at our theme, “Abound in Hope” and wonder
how – with the pain Church has caused many or the sins of our ancestors – that we are only living in the present
and not acknowledging the past. To those, this is what I say:
We are abounding in hope. And because we are abounding in hope we are invited into complex and difficult
conversations through the power of the Holy Spirit. We are able to face the realities of life today - knowing
that we are not alone. We do not ignore or downplay or pretend that there are not sad and horrifying
realities in our world today. We fiercely hold on to the hope that comes only through Jesus. And, knowing
this, together, we are called to be, share in, and live into the good news that comes through our risen Savior
Jesus. And so … we are abounding in hope.

I am thankful to be living in this neighborhood of Northwest Washington Synod with you. May we abound in
hope through God’s Spirit living in this world and into God’s future.

+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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Council President’s
Journal
June 2022

This is my final journal
column as your Council
President. My term has been
during a tumultuous period,
but together we have managed
it well as we thrive and
serve.
Looking forward, we will
likely see changes. I pray
that those changes don’t cause
the loss of present members as
we continue on our mission to
serve God.
Many blessings to
you, dear friends.
Trygve

Re-opening Committee
The Snohomish County
COVID-19 case rate per
100,000 for 7-day rolling period
has risen to over 260. On March
13, when the Re-Opening
Committee recommended
making masks optional, the case
rate was 46. Due to this
increasing rate of COVID-19
cases, the Re-Opening
Committee is now
recommending that masks be
worn during worship and other
church activities.

M e s s a ges
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Congregation Semi-Annual Meeting, June 12th
Immediately after the June 12 worship
service, Central’s congregation meets to
make several important decisions.
One is to decide whether to build a fence to
protect our property, a project supported
unanimously by the Congregation Council at
its February 8 meeting.
The other decisions are to elect Council
officers and members. Our constitution
stipulates which Council officers and
members are to be elected in even and odd
years. Several years ago this got out of sync.
To bring Council terms back into
conformance with our constitution,
Fellowship and Property Council members
will be elected to one-year terms. The
President, Vice President, Education &
Youth, and Mission & Stewardship Council
members will be elected to two-year terms,
The only two positions not up for election
are treasurer and secretary.
If you want to nominate someone, including
yourself, please contact the nominating
committee: Carol Krause, Debbie Ritchie,
Kelli Trosvig and Pastor Jim. Nominations
from the floor will be accepted at the
meeting, but please first get the person’s
assurance that they will serve if elected.
The agenda for the June 12 meeting is
posted on our website’s homepage, along
with the minutes of our congregational
meetings of December 12, January 9, and
April 24. Please read those minutes
carefully. When approved, they become the
official record of what happened at those
meetings. Please offer any corrections
needed.
Trygve Anderson, Council President
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Central Lutheran Church
Council Members 2021/2021
If you have questions, concerns
or comments, you may contact
the appropriate person directly.
Please keep our council
members in your prayers.

Stephanie’s Closet

Stephanie’s Closet operated out of our old church basement
until the pandemic forced it to cease operations, but in May it
resumed its mission. Stephanie Green, the organizer, provides
free clothing to families each Saturday by appointment.
Masks are required.
A brief history: Stephanie’s Closet had been in the YMCA next
to Central, at first in a tiny storage room the size of a
bathroom, then her vision led her to expand.
When the YMCA closed that building and relocated in
November 2019, Central offered her space so she moved
everything into our basement. We had been her first choice
because it was next door to the Y, a minor change for the
families she serves. She says Central has been a blessing, “A
dream come true, a gift from God.”
When the Everett Mall Sears store closed she bought their
racks with her own money, expanding capacity to offer even
more free clothing to families.
So far, Stephanie has operated this mission mostly from her
own pocket, funding everything herself. If you want to help,
just earmark your donation for Stephanie’s Closet on your
offering envelope so our treasurers can forward it to her.

President
Trygve Anderson

Vice-President
Bob Lee
Secretary
Barbara Lichneckert
Treasurer
Dave Finstad, Debbie Ritchie
Property
Karen Fox
Education
Kelli Trosvig
Stewardship & Missions
Lyla Anderson
Fellowship
Nancy Olsen
Audit Committee
Dave Watts, Clayton Olsen
Steve Olsen
Nominating Committee
Carol Krause, Debbie Ritchie,
Kelli Trosvig and Pastor Jim.

Stephanie’s Closet seeks volunteers and new or gently used
donations of clothing, especially socks, and hangers of all
kinds. Please leave items and messages at the church office.
by Trygve Anderson

June Worship Schedule
June 5
June 12
June 19
June 26

Pentecost
Holy Trinity
Pentecost 2
Pentecost 3

Acts 2:1-21
Psalm 8
Psalm 22:19-24
1 Kings 19:15-16, 19-21

DATES to remember: June 2022
June 5 - Pentecost Sunday &
Congregational Forum
June 6 - Quilting

Romans 8:14-17
Romans 5:1-5
Galatians 3:23-29
Galatians 5:1, 13-15

John 14:8-17
John 16:12-15
Luke 8:26-39
Luke 9:51-62

June 12 - Pastor Jim’s Installation &
Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
June 20 - Quilting
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Quilt and Care Kits Blessed and Shipped
Thirty-seven Colorful quilts adorning pews and piles
of Personal Care Kits and School kits under the
Lectern received the semiannual Blessing for the
Spring Ingathering of Lutheran World Relief items on
Mother’s Day Sunday, May 8. Once again Janis Ahern
drove the seven packed boxes to Seattle, along with
Mary Beck and Dave Finstad.
A special thanks to Karen and Roy Wenzel for
securing a special Thrivent grant providing purchase
of twenty-four Personal Care Kit items. Marilyn
French and Lyla Anderson assembled them and three additional kits for the Spring Blessing.
Two School Kits also joined the display.
For the Fall Ingathering in October, many more School Kits will be assembled due to
summer promotions in “Back to School” sales. An extra big THANKS to the Central
congregation for supporting the purchase of Kits with over $810 toward purchases. (March
‘Mission of the Month’)
ALERT to shoppers: any 70 pp spiral notebook under $1.00 is a bargain!! Be aware and buy
some to donate to the cause. Thank you.
(Lyla Anderson obo the CLC Quilters)
The Connections Team
Keeping in touch with each other is important! One way to do that is
by being part of the Connections Team. Praying for members,
providing a meal when needed, writing a card or note, making a phone
call are simple ways to stay in touch and to make a difference.
Contact Debbi Sounders if you are interested in joining the team.
debtheclownnut@gmail.com

Altar Guild needs you!
Altar Guild needs volunteers.
Responsibilities include:
• set up and clean up for communion
• decorating the church for Christmas
and Easter.
Training provided.
Interested?
Contact Gayle Watts.

Altar Flowers
Please sign up to bring altar
flowers for worship if you are
able. The sign-up sheet is on a
glass wall between the office
and the hallway.
Thank you.
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Mission of the Month, June 2022
Everett Gospel Mission
Begun in 1961 to care for the homeless men of Everett. today, the Mission is the largest
emergency services provider to men, women, and single moms in Snohomish County.
• Men’s Shelter provides emergency shelter and comprehensive recovery programs for
men. Men's showers (toiletries available) from 2:30-4:00 pm daily. Lunch from 12:001:00 pm and dinner from 4:30-5:30 pm serving men only.
•

Two long-term housing locations: Lydia House, Snohomish, is a transitional home for
women, each has their own room, gaining independence and practicing new lifeskills. Harrison House, Everett, is an apartment complex focused on independent
living at a subsidized cost, open to men and women.

•

Twenty 64 square foot Pallet shelters are located behind Everett Gospel Mission
(EGM), providing shelter and comprehensive recovery programs. Three of the shelters
are ADA accessible.
Each $13.50 you give, provides a night of safe shelter for one person.
CONTACT: egmission.org
Lyla Anderson

Lent 2022 ~ Donation for Ukraine in the
Crisis
This Lenten season, our church designated all the Lenten offering as relief fund towards
refugees in Ukraine. Through LWR, funds are
gathered from churches nationwide. From March 6
to 27, Central raised $3,391 for the Ukrainian
refugees. Quilts and Personal Care Kits are
prepositioned to be airlifted to Ukraine.
People in Ukraine and Poland are suffering. Families
are leaving behind everything they own and fleeing
for their safety. They need immediate aid including
If you would like to assist our Sunday services, as:
GREETER, ASSISTING MINISTER, LECTOR, and/or USHERS,
please contact Pastor Jim, or the office.
The sign-up sheet (clip board) is on the office counter.

Articles for the July/August combined Newsletter are due Monday, June 27.
Turn them in to the office or send your article to centralluthoffice@gmail.com
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Pam Karas Ordination

Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers

The following persons are unable to
worship with us on a regular basis.
Please include them in your prayers.

Sarajane Petersen, Linda Slater, Ellen
Matheson, Pat Krassin, and Sheryn Todd
Remember our College Student in Your Prayers

Mim Fox—University of Portland
Please contact the church office if you would like
to be included or add a name to this list.

Our former intern and Care
Pastor Pam Karas has accepted
a call to serve as pastor at Faith
Lutheran in the Madison area
of south Everett. Her first
Sunday was May 1. Her
ordination will be at her home
church, Our Savior's Lutheran
in Everett, on Saturday, June
18, at 10:00 am. Her installation
will be the next morning at
Faith Lutheran's 10:30 am
worship
service. You are
invited to attend
both.

June Birthdays & Anniversaries
Happy Anniversary
Happy Birthday
6/1
Duane Blair
6/5
Deb Killough
6/8
Peggy Kurtz
6/11 Elizabeth Ritchie
6/16
Betsy Haines
6/22
Aspen Lee
6/24
Tena Baxter
6/25 Jennifer Fox
6/25
Ann Roll

6/21
6/25

Robbie & Laurel Lee
Ben & Carol Krause

“For you, O God, are my fortress,
the God who shows me steadfast love.” Psalm 59.17

If you would rather receive our newsletters by
email, please send your request to:
centralluthoffice@gmail.com
or leave us a message at (425)252-8291

June 2022
Everett, WA 98201

2702 Rockefeller Ave.
Central Lutheran Church

