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A Message from Pastor Jim
Central Lutheran Church Fall Faith Formation Opportunities
With summer coming to a close, it’s time for some Faith Formation opportunities. I will be
leading two classes beginning in September.
Sunday Morning Bible Study On Sunday, September 11, we will begin a study of Jesus’
Sermon on the Mount found in Matthew chapters 5-7. The Sermon on the Mount is the
longest continuous teaching of Jesus. It contains the core tenets of Christian discipleship
including the Beatitudes and the Lord's Prayer. We will meet following worship.
Book Study Beginning in late September, I will lead a study of Brian McLaren’s new book
“Do I Stay Christian?” Brian McLaren is an author, speaker, activist, and public theologian.
A former college English teacher and pastor, he is a passionate advocate for "a new kind
of Christianity" - just, generous, and working with people of all faiths for the common
good.
“Do I Stay Christian” has three parts. In Part 1, McLaren gives ten reasons to answer “no”
to the question: Do I stay Christian? In Part 2, he gives ten reasons to answer “yes.” And
in Part 3, he offers eight ways to move forward. A hardcover copy of the book costs
$27.99 on Amazon. The Kindle edition is $14.99.
We will discuss the book in nine sessions, covering three to four chapters, roughly 25
pages, each week. A survey has been sent out to determine what times work best. A signup sheet will be posted once specific times are set.
I am looking forward to these two classes. I hope you be able to join us!
Peace,
Pastor Jim

September Worship Schedule
Sept. 4

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Sept. 11 Exodus 32:7-14
Sept 18 Amos 8:4-7
Sept 25 Amos 6:1a, 4-7

Philemon 10-16
1 Timothy 1:12-15
1 Timothy 2:1-7
1 Timothy 6:6-12

Luke 14:25-33
Luke 15:1-10
Luke 16:1-9
Luke 16:19-31
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A Message from the Bishop
adapted from

September issue

This month, we share a joint article from Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee and
Synod Vice President Kay Edgerton regarding the 2022 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, held August 8-12 in Ohio.

But the Lord answered her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things.” (Luke 10:41)

Eight voting members from the Northwest Washington Synod attended the ELCA’s Churchwide Assembly.
While we were excited to be together with almost 1000 other Lutherans, we also all felt somewhat like
Martha. There were so many things that distracted and worried us: the continuing COVID pandemic,
monkeypox, deadly heat waves, forest fires, flooding, war, and so many other things. For many in our
delegation, traveling to Columbus, Ohio (where the Churchwide Assembly was held) was the first trip many
had taken since early 2020. For many, traveling to the assembly was anxiety-producing. Additionally, it was
apparent from the pre-assembly documents that we would be wrestling with some topics that could be
divisive and difficult. All in all, we had a new understanding of Martha’s worry and distraction.
However, just as Jesus responded to Martha’s worries, Jesus responded to all of us heading to the
Assembly. Jesus reminded Martha and reminded us, “Only one thing is needed.” As we gathered from all
parts of the ELCA, each with our own worries, anxieties, and agendas, what we had in common was the
“one thing:” Jesus. And we proclaim, trust, and believe that we are saved by grace and that the work we
gathered there to do was not ours, but God’s. As ELCA Presiding Bishop Elizabeth Eaton reminded us in her
opening sermon, “The Church is not ours. The Church is God’s.”
Throughout the week we worshiped together, we ate together, we talked with one another. We laughed
and we cried. We prayed, we reflected, we lamented, and we asked for forgiveness. We listened and we
repented. We danced (well … Bishop Shelley and a few others danced) and we rejoiced at God’s amazing
love, grace, mercy, and justice. We did the work of the Church.
One of the most emotional and moving moments of the Assembly was Bishop Eaton’s apology on behalf of
the entire Church to the community of Iglesia Luterana Santa Maria Peregrina, a community that was
harmed and traumatized by actions not only of individuals, but also systems and processes in all three
expressions of this Church. There were members of this community present at the assembly to receive the
apology which was made in both Spanish and English. Their grace-filled response moved many to tears. As
they offered forgiveness, they also were clear that there is much work to do towards ending racism and
repairing the relationship between the ELCA and their community. We have much work to do!
On day two the assembly was invited by the ELCA American Indian and Alaska Native Lutheran Association
to wear red to bring awareness to missing and murdered Indigenous women and girls. The assembly
received a presentation on the “Declaration of the ELCA to American Indian and Alaska Native
People” adopted by the ELCA Church Council last September. The declaration was presented as part of the
implementation of the 2016 ELCA Churchwide Assembly’s resolution to repudiate explicitly and clearly the
European-derived doctrine of discovery. Task force members gave examples to the assembly of what the
ELCA has been doing to live out the declaration, closed with remarks by Vance Blackfox, who began last
year in his newly created position as ELCA director for Indigenous ministries and tribal relations.
The assembly also recognized the ecumenical and interreligious commitments of the church, including “A
Declaration of Ecumenical Commitment” (adopted 1991), “A Declaration of the ELCA to the Jewish
Community” (adopted 1994), “A Declaration of Interreligious Commitment” (adopted 2019) and “A
Declaration of the ELCA to the Muslim Community” (adopted 2022).
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The voting members from the Northwest Washington Synod were active participants in all aspects of the
assembly. We assisted in worship, we spoke to motions, we helped craft amendments, we connected with
the voting members from other synods. We were BUSY!
The assembly adopted en bloc 19 memorials that covered topics such as gun violence, parental and family
medical leave, and communion practices. Twelve memorials were removed from en bloc for separate
consideration, including the two memorials* forwarded from our recent synod assembly. Here are just a
few of the memorials that were considered and adopted:
• Memorial B4: Restructure the Governance of the ELCA - The Church Council is called to establish a
Commission for a Renewed Lutheran Church to “reconsider the statements of purpose for each of the
expressions of the church, the principles of its organizational structure, and all matters pertaining
thereunto, being particularly attentive to our shared commitment to dismantle racism.”
• Memorial C3: Human Sexuality and Gift and Trust Revision - Authorizes a revision of Human Sexuality:
Gift and Trust (2009) to reflect current church understanding, church policy, civil law, and public
acceptance of marriage of same-gender and gender non-conforming couples.
• Memorial A6: Advance Salary Equity - Authorizes a study regarding pay gaps for Rostered Ministers in the
ELCA, especially as they relate to people of color, minority ethnic groups, people with disabilities and the
LGBTQIA+ community.
• Memorial A8: Land Back* - This NWWA Synod-submitted memorial calls for deepened relationships with
our Indigenous siblings and encourages us to “support creative programs of restorative justice in
partnership with Indigenous people.”
• Memorial A14: Roe v. Wade - Calls for conversation around the church’s teachings on abortion, gender
justice, and related topics as well as reviewing the impact on pastoral counseling, the pastor-client
relationship, and the rostered ministers and social ministry agencies and organizations of the ELCA
• Memorial B5: Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, Accessibility ELCA Governance Audit* - This is the other NWWA
Synod-submitted memorial authorizes an audit of the church’s governing documents with an eye to
diversity, equity, inclusion, and accessibility.
In addition to memorials, we passed the triennial budget and elected a new Vice President of the ELCA.
Congratulations to Imran Siddiqui, currently serving as the VP of the Southeastern Synod, on his election.
You may review the Churchwide Assembly Guide with all of the pre-assembly materials by simply signing in
with your email HERE. Alternatively, you may read summaries of each day's events HERE. Or watch the
plenary session recordings AND the worship service recordings HERE - you will glimpse of our delegation
members assisting in worship and speaking to memorials!
We are so thankful for the elected voting members of our synod who joined us in Ohio for this important
work: Pr. Rachel Swenson, Kasey Shultz, Laura Sasaki Norton (our newest synod staff member), Eli Daheim,
Curt Eidem, and Frank Loulan. (While Pr. Esau Cuevas could not be with us due to illness, we are grateful for
his willingness serve.)

As Bishop Patricia Davenport (bishop of the Southeastern Pennsylvania Synod) reminded us on the final day
of the Assembly, we are baptized children of God. We have received the promises of grace, mercy,
forgiveness, and salvation. And because of this, we are called out for the sake of the world.
May we remember, as Jesus reminded Martha, that there is “one thing.” And that one thing, always, is
Jesus.
Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee & Vice President Kay Edgerton
bishop@lutheransnw.org & veep@lutheransnw.org
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Sign-up Sheets
In an attempt to make our Sign-up Sheets more
noticeable and accessible, they have been moved
to an easel at the back of the Sanctuary.

Currently, there are three different sign-up sheets
available:

1. Serving in Worship
You can sign up to serve as a
Greeter, Assisting Minister, Lector
(Scripture reader) and/or an
Usher. If you would like to serve
in one of these ways, but are not
sure what is expected, contact
Pastor Jim.

2. Providing Flowers for Worship
You can sign up to provide altar
flowers to help beautify our
sanctuary for worship. Please
include if the flowers are in
celebration, honor or memory of
someone special.

3. Help Serve Sunday Dinners
You can sign up to help serve the
Sunday Dinner. If you have
questions, please contact Kathy
or Kelli Trosvig.
More sign-up sheet may be added
as new opportunities to serve arise.

Central Lutheran Church
Council Members 2022/2023
If you have questions, concerns or
comments, you may contact the
appropriate person directly.
Please keep our council members
in your prayers.
President
Kathy Trosvig
Vice-President
Bob Lee
Secretary
Barbara Lichneckert
Treasurer
Dave Finstad, Debbie Ritchie
Property
Kelli Trosvig
Education
Karen Fox
Stewardship & Missions
Jean Lilley
Fellowship
Nancy Olsen
Audit Committee
Dave Watts, Clayton Olsen
Steve Olsen

Church Staff
Jim Killough - Pastor

DATES to remember: September 2022








September 19, Quilting
September 11, Sermon on the Mount Bible Study begins.
September 11, Feeding Program Dinner
September 19, Quilting
September 21, International Day of Peace
September 25, Feeding Program Dinner
September 26, October Newsletter article due.

Peggy Kurtz - Music Director
Miwa Lockeman - Office Manager
Joan Dirska - Organist
Kristi Lee—Pianist
Duane Blair - Custodian
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Mission of the Month, September 2022

Academia Latina
Academia Latina is the largest Latino organization in Snohomish
County. We teach English, GED and math. We also provide nutritional
assistance for you cannot learn on an empty stomach.

Latinos bore the brunt of the pandemic with the highest mortality among people
under 50 because they didn’t have insurance so they sought help too late. That
means we have many widows and orphans.
When their jobs in hotels and restaurants disappeared, their income was reduced
to zero. They didn’t receive unemployment or government checks, because of their
immigration status.
Rental assistance was not available to many as they live in converted sheds and
garages without formal leases. And the eviction moratorium was moot for them
because their landlords threatened to call immigration if they didn’t pay rent on
time, so my Latino friends moved quietly.
Financial recovery has been further hindered by inflation. The high cost of gas is
especially hard for them because they live far away from their jobs and drive old
gas guzzlers. Their car insurance is 4 times more expensive because of their
immigration status.
Our city highly depends on this
community that harvests our
food, builds our cities and cleans
our hospitals. Unfortunately,
these hardworking people cannot
survive on minimum wage and
need help to put food on the
table.
God Bless You for your solidarity
with your Latino neighbors!

If you would rather receive our newsletters
by email, please send your request to:
centralluthoffice@gmail.com
or leave us a message at (425)252-8291
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The PrayGround
Children pre-school age and under now
have their own special space to enjoy
worship - The PrayGround. Parents whose
children are using the PrayGround are
asked to sit on that side of the Sanctuary
so they can supervise their children.

NW Washington Synod Women’s Retreat
Saturday, October 1, 9:00 am to 3:30 pm, at Bethlehem Lutheran Church in Marysville. This year’s
theme is “Woven Together in Love.” Cost, including lunch, is $30 through September 9, $40 after
September 9. Registration forms are available on the sign-up board at the back of the sanctuary.

The Connections Team
Keeping in touch with each other is important! One way to do that is by
being part of the Connections Team. Praying for members, providing a
meal when needed, writing a card or note, making a phone call are simple
ways to stay in touch and make a difference.
Contact Debbie Saunders for more information.
debtheclownnut@gmail.com

Altar Guild needs you!
Altar Guild needs volunteers.
Responsibilities include:
• set up and clean up for communion
• decorating the church for Christmas and Easter.
Training provided.
Interested? Contact Gayle Watts.

A Message from Re-opening Committee
On August 13, the Snohomish County COVID-19 case rate per 100,000 for 7-day
rolling period was 116. On March 13, when the Re-Opening Committee
recommended making masks optional, the case rate was 46. Due to this increased rate
of COVID-19 cases, the Re-Opening Committee is now recommending that masks
be worn during worship and other church activities.
Articles for the October Newsletter are due Monday, September 26.
Turn them in to the office or send your article to centralluthoffice@gmail.com

Everyone is encouraged and welcome to submit.
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Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers
The following persons are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.
Please include them in your prayers.

Sarajane Petersen, Linda Slater, Ellen Matheson, Pat Krassin, and Sheryn Todd
Remember our College Student in Your Prayers

Mim Fox—University of Portland
Please contact the church office if you would like to be included or add a name to this list.

The fence on the Rockefeller side of the building
is being installed.
Special donations are being received to help
cover the cost. Please clearly mark you special
offering.

Happy Anniversary
9/1
9/2
9/7
9/9
9/11
9/26

Jim & Deb Killough
Ivan Eastin & Kelli Trosvig
Dave & Gayle Watts
Dave & Roxanne Dorsey
Stan & Char Surridge
Steve & Nancy Olsen

Happy Birthday
9/4
9/6
9/9
9/13
9/13
9/16
9/18

Debbra Saunders
Teri Groom
Ellen Matheson
Maggie Anderson
Ashley Krassin
Bryce Anderson
Kelli Trosvig

9/19 Karen Moore
9/20 Sarajane Peterson
9/22 Barbie Barnes
9/22 Jennifer Brockway
9/22 Bill Loesche
9/27 Marlene Ringen
9/28 Sarah Sundberg

“For you, O God, are my fortress,
the God who shows me steadfast love.” Psalm 59.17

If you would rather receive our newsletters by
email, please send your request to:
centralluthoffice@gmail.com
or leave us a message at (425)252-8291
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