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A Message from Pastor Jim
At the writing of this article, I have been here at Central for a month and one day. How
time flies! First, thank you for your warm welcome. You have made Deb and I feel very
much at home. Second, it has been a very busy month. I am still at the stage where I’m just
getting done what needs to be done. I’m eagerly looking forward to being past just
“keeping my head above water,” and being able to focus more on getting to know all of
you better. Unfortunately, looking at the April calendar (Lenten Worship, Holy Week,
Easter, and the Bishop’s Conference), I fear that may still be a ways off.
With that in mind, here is what I’m hoping to do in the next few months:
 Begin visiting members of our congregation who are not able to attend worship.
 Sometime after Easter, offer some Bible study classes.
 Arrange small group “Meet the Pastor” gatherings.
 Have some Visioning Sessions following worship.
I ask for you continued patience as I settle into my new role as your pastor. Please feel free
to reach out to me with any pastoral needs, with any concerns you may have, and/or just
to say hi and get better acquainted.
Peace,
Pastor Jim

April Worship Schedule
April 3
April 6
April 10
April 14
April 15
April 17
April 24

Fifth Sunday in Lent: Isaiah 43:18-21, Philippians 3:4b-14, John 12:1-8
Wednesday Evening Lenten Worship: 6:30 pm, Holding Evening Prayer
Palm/Passion Sunday: The Passion Story - Luke 22-23
Maundy Thursday Worship: 6:30 pm, Holy Communion and Stripping of the Altar
Good Friday Worship: 6:30 pm, Tenebrae Service
Easter Sunday: Isaiah 65:17-19, 24-25, 1 Corinthians 15:19-26, Luke 24:1-12
Second Sunday of Easter: Acts 5:27-32, Psalm 150, John 20:19-31
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A Message from the Bishop
adapted from

April issue

One of the things I love about living in the Pacific Northwest is the abundance of life.
In January, the grass is green. In February, plants are blooming. In March, little
flowers are pushing through soil. In April, color bursts out everywhere. To me, these
signs of life are miracles.
And don’t we need some of these signs right now? I mean, there are so many places
where it feels like ongoing winter - the discord and acrimony amongst families,
churches, peoples, and nations. As I write this article Russia is invading Ukraine. Perhaps when you
read this article, things will be different but at this moment there is bombing and shooting and fear
and death. And entrenched crises continue: houselessness, racism, ableism, unjust governments, and
so much more. Individually, many are experiencing physical and mental illness, fatigue, and
exclusion. I remember a quote from C.S. Lewis’ book The Lion, The Witch, and the Wardrobe where one
of the characters says, “It is winter in Narnia, and has been for ever so long … always winter, but never
Christmas.”
It has been a long winter … perhaps even two years of winter. Pain and sorrow and death feel very
close. There is grief, there is anger, there is exhaustion, and there is sadness.
And yet … And yet …
Gardens are full of seeds. Farmers are tilling the soil. Tulips are blooming. Rhododendrons are on their
way. We see signs around us that winter is ending and the Bringer of Spring is coming.
As I travel through this synod, I see signs of new life and new hope. I see resolve and new partnerships.
While there are challenges that we are all facing, while there is much work to do individually and
together, I sense new possibilities.
When I meet with councils and other leaders in congregations, I am delighted that we are having
good, strong, sometimes difficult conversations about things that matter. In our best moments, we are
not as concerned about smaller difficulties but instead, as people of faith, we are leaning into what it
means to love God and love neighbor in this time and in this place. I thank God for the opportunity for
conversation, listening, and moving on the Breath of God’s Spirit.
The truth is, alone - we cannot create life, alone - we cannot change systems, alone - we cannot move
winter into spring. But through Christ, through the One who died for this world and who is raised into
new life, we can.
And so, as it is written in Paul’s second letter to the Corinthians:
We do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed
day by day. For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond
all measure, because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for
what can be seen is temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 2 Corinthians 16-18
We are promised that through this time, through world events, through whatever is next, Jesus is with
us. And even more than that, we are promised that there is something amazing beyond all measure more than we can know or even imagine. It is difficult to sometimes comprehend this promise –
especially when we look at the destruction and pain and devastation in this world – and yet … and yet
… we cling to the promise. As people of faith, we pray and whisper and shout it out – that through
Christ’s death and resurrection all things that create death will be gone. Period. Full. Stop.
And because of knowing and trusting this promise, we are then called, as beloved children of God, to
see, appreciate, and tend to the small plants entrusted to us – knowing that we also are plants, also
seeds, also soil, called to live into and share this new life with and for others.
May this Easter spring forth with new life for you. May you feel the hope given through Jesus. And
may together we shout, “Happy Easter! Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed!”
+ Bishop Shelley Bryan Wee
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A Message from the Council Vice-President
On February 8, our church council unanimously approved a motion to have a wrought iron fence installed
across part of our church property on Rockefeller. This article will inform you about the steps we took to
arrive at our decision and to share with you the details about the fence location and cost.
Sept-Nov. 2021 - A church property use committee was formed. We discussed the homeless issues affecting
our church with many other downtown churches, and created a clear and consistent policy so that all who use
our property are treated fairly.
Nov-2021 - We received 2 bids from Sonitrol for security surveillance systems. Installation costs were over
$10,000 for each system, with continuing charges for both of well over $100/month.
Nov. 2021- We received our first fence bid for $22,681.
Dec. 2021 - We received a bid for polycarbonate to protect our most vulnerable windows. The bid was
approximately $12,000.
After many months of our custodian Duane Blair and members Dave Finstad, Dave Watts and Steve Olsen
dealing with garbage, human waste, broken windows, and graffiti it was decided that a fence was the best
option for protecting the property.
The fence we chose is a 6ft high black wrought iron fence that would go from the wall south of the kitchen
stairs, and then across our property close to where we currently have a chain-link fence. It would continue on
to the south wall of the church by our Rockefeller entrance. We would have 2 gates - one by the kitchen
stairs, and one by the Rockefeller entrance. The total cost would be $16,216 plus tax.
I have left out many details in an effort to be brief. If you would like more details or have questions or
concerns you may reach me (Bob Lee) at 425-299-6042, or we could just chat at church.
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Presidents Journal
April 2022

The problem of trespassers camping on our property and leaving
garbage including human waste persists. On March 17, police cleared
six trespassers midday then twelve more at night. To address the
problem, in February your church council voted to have a fence built
that will protect the areas where nearly all of the trespassers go. Bob
Lee, who leads the project, has written an article in this newsletter
explaining the details. He welcomes questions.

If you want to know more about the messes ask Steve Olsen, Dave
Watts, or Dave Finstad who faithfully clean up and power wash the
areas every Friday, or our custodian Duane who spends hours daily.
Want to join them in their dismal task? They’d welcome you.
Myself, I circle around the church between 10:00 and midnight almost
every night to see if police need to be called. They often do. Karen
Fox has reported trespassers when she arrives for quilting. Please
protect our church by reporting trespassers to the police’s nonemergency number 425.407.3999.
From the minutes of our March council meeting: A new computer is on
order. The hope is to network office computers. Pastor Jim would like
a church credit card to allow efficient purchasing of office and worship
supplies.
Until now there had not been a policy on which holidays were days off
for our staff. Your church council approved a list which is available in
the church office for your inspection.
Miwa has begun posting more than the most recent worship service on
our homepage. To post more than several, Zoom would charge us $40
each month, so we won’t. The links are in the center of our homepage.

Central Lutheran Church
Council Members 2021/2021
If you have questions, concerns
or comments, you may contact
the appropriate person directly.
Please keep our council
members in your prayers.
President
Trygve Anderson
Vice-President
Bob Lee
Secretary
Barbara Lichneckert
Treasurer
Dave Finstad, Debbie Ritchie
Property
Karen Fox
Education
Kelli Trosvig
Stewardship & Missions
Lyla Anderson
Fellowship
Nancy Olsen
Audit Committee
Dave Watts, Clayton Olsen
Steve Olsen
Nominating Committee
Barbara Lichneckert,

Attendance at our worship services is rising.
by Trygve Anderson

From the reopening committee:

Starting March 13th, masks are
optional during worship and at all

church activities.
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If you would like to assist our Sunday services, as:

GREETERS, ASSISTANT MINISTER, LECTOR,
and/or USHERS,
please contact Pastor Jim, or the office.
The sign-up sheet (clip board) on the office counter.

Come help decorate the
sanctuary for Easter.

Palm Sunday Brunch is back!
Sunday April 10th, 11 AM
Immediately following Sunday service.

Saturday, April 16 at 9:00a.m.
Many hands make light work!

If you'd like to donate toward the
purchase of a plant for Easter please
put a note on your donation indicating
that it's for Easter. And if it's in
memory or in honor of someone.
Altar Guild Schedule
~ April 2022 ~

April 3

Kathy Trosvig

April 10 Debbie Saunders
Palm Sunday
April 14, Gayle Watts
Maundy Thursday
April 17, Easter
April 24

Need a volunteer!

Laurie VanderWeyst

Altar guild needs you! Responsibilities include
set up and clean up for communion, decorating
the church for Christmas and Easter. Training
provided.
Interested? Contact Gayle Watts.

Please sign up to bring
• an egg casserole
• fruit plate
• baked goods or
• juice
on the sheet in the church narthex.
Looking forward to the fellowship
with all.
Questions contact
Kelli Trosvig 425-210-0114
ktrosvig@gmail.com
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Mission of the Month, April 2022

Over 11% of our world’s population are hungry. From recent Ukrainian
devastation, ongoing weather disasters and slow recovery, to our own country’s
struggling people, WE of Central Lutheran provide some relief.
Donate to April’s Mission: ELCA World Hunger.
Over 15 billion lifesaving meals are served
sources: ELCA World Hunger (@ ELCAWORLDHUNGER)/Twitter.
YouTube: Rick Steve: Why Support ELCA WORLD HUNGER.

(Lyla Anderson)

April Birthdays & Anniversaries
4/2

Gary Russell

4/5

Renee Mikkelborg

4/7

Rachel Jacobson

4/8

Debbie Ritchie

4/11 Josephine Davis
4/11
4/14
4/16
4/17
4/18
4/18

Bobby
Holden
Kaya
Janet
Dave

Olsen
Fox
Barnes
Loesche
Finstad

Roy Wenzel

4/22

Ben Eastin

4/22

Katie Eastin

4/24

Ryan Hudson

4/25

Dung Duong

4/28
4/30

Connor VanderWeyst
Peter Lee
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Remember Our Homebound in Your Prayers
The following persons are unable to worship with us on a regular basis.
Please include them in your prayers.
Sarajane Petersen, Linda Slater, Ellen Matheson,
Pat Krassin, and Sheryn Todd
Remember Our College Students in Your Prayers
Mim Fox—University of Portland
Please contact the church office if you would like to be included or add a name to this list.

The Connections Team

Keeping in touch with each other is important! One way to do
that is by being part of the Connections Team. Praying for
members, providing a meal when needed, writing a card or note,
making a phone call are simple ways to stay in touch and to
make a difference.
Contact Debbi Sounders if you are interested in joining the team.
debtheclownnut@gmail.com

Altar Flowers
Please sign up to bring altar flowers for
worship if you are able. The sign-up sheet is
on a glass wall between the office and the
hallway. Thank you.
Articles for the May 2022 Newsletter are due Monday, April 25.
Turn them in to the office or send your article to centralluthoffice@gmail.com

Everyone is encouraged to submit!

“For you, O God, are my fortress,
the God who shows me steadfast love.” Psalm 59.17

If you would rather receive our newsletters by
email, please send your request to:
centralluthoffice@gmail.com
or leave us a message at (425)252-8291
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